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Cardiovascular Institute is transforming 

lives by delivering expert cardiovascular 

care in the heart of the northern suburbs. 

Once only available in downtown Chicago, 

this world-class care is available locally, 

thanks to visionary leadership and the 

power of philanthropy. 

Cardiovascular care at Catherine Gratz Griffin 
Lake Forest Hospital has undergone a remarkable 
evolution over the past decade, growing from a 
small, community-based service into a thriving 
and expanding cardiovascular program that sets 
new standards for excellence. From advanced 
diagnostics and minimally invasive procedures 
to participation in groundbreaking research, 
heart care at Catherine Gratz Griffin Lake Forest 
Hospital is recognized nationally for its quality and 
outcomes.

	> National recognition from U.S. News & World 
Report, 2025 – 2026, for high performance in 
heart failure care

	> Specialized programs, including the 
Cardiometabolic Clinic, Heart Brain and the 
Multidisciplinary Valve Clinic

	> Advanced procedures such as 
electrophysiology ablations, complex 

percutaneous interventions’ recorders and the 
CardioMEMS program for heart failure

	> Clinical research through participation in 
innovative trials focused on using non-invasive 
wearable technologies

This evolution has made Catherine Gratz Griffin 
Lake Forest Hospital a destination for patients 
seeking comprehensive and leading-edge 
cardiovascular care. The cardiology program 
began just a decade ago with only a handful of 
physicians. In 2026, it’s projected to grow to more 
than 20 cardiologists on staff — a testament to 
the hospital’s significant investment in talent 
and infrastructure to meet the increased need 
for cardiovascular care in the north suburbs. 
More than 50,000 patients have been treated 
here in just the past few years, highlighting the 
community’s trust and the program’s reputation 
for excellence.

The future of heart care 
As Catherine Gratz Griffin Lake Forest Hospital 
undergoes a major expansion — adding two 
new pavilions and 96 patient beds  — strategic 
planning is already shaping the future of 
cardiology services. Key priorities include growing 
interventional services, increasing cardiac 
capabilities and optimizing surgical suites to 
support the addition of cardiac surgery later this 
year.

ADVANCING CARDIOVASCULAR 

EXCELLENCE AT NORTHWESTERN 

MEDICINE CATHERINE GRATZ GRIFFIN 

LAKE FOREST HOSPITAL 



Please join us to continue 
advancing cardiovascular care 
at Catherine Gratz Griffin Lake 
Forest Hospital.  

For questions or to make a donation, 
please contact:

Felicia Elliott
Program Manager, Philanthropy
felicia.elliott@nm.org | 312.545.3939       
(TTY:711)

Philanthropy has already played a vital role in 
this journey. As the next chapter unfolds, donor 
support will be more important than ever — to fuel 
the expansion of facilities, programs and research 
that will shape the future of heart care in the 
north suburbs. 

Donor support will help fund critical infrastructure 
upgrades, including the full renovation of an 
existing operating room and the addition of a new, 
state-of-the-art operating room. These surgical 
suites will be equipped to support robotic and 
minimally invasive procedures across multiple 
specialties, including cardiovascular, vascular, 
urology, gastroenterology, orthopaedics and 
surgical oncology. 

Philanthropy will also:

	> Strengthen clinical capacity by supporting 
the recruitment of additional clinical experts 
and advanced practice providers across key 
subspecialties such asF electrophysiology, 
heart failure, structural heart disease and 
women’s cardiovascular health.

	> Expand access and outreach by funding 
community education programs and patient 
engagement initiatives that empower people 
to take charge of their heart health.

	> Accelerate innovation by advancing research 
and clinical trials that bring the latest 
breakthroughs in cardiovascular medicine 
directly to patients in the Lake Forest 
community.

	> Enhance patient experiences by offering 
complex procedures and intensive care locally 
which reduces the burden of travel and keeps 
families close to home.

Your philanthropy makes a difference
What began as a commitment to local access 
has become a model of excellence that delivers 
advanced, compassionate care to thousands 
of patients each year. With your support, we 
can deepen the impact of having an advanced 
cardiovascular program right here in our 
Fcommunity.

Your support of fundraising efforts of the 
Women’s Board of Catherine Gratz Griffin Lake 
Forest Hospital can help accelerate the growth 
of advanced cardiovascular care and make a 
meaningful difference in the lives of countless 
individuals who rely on access to expert heart 
care, close to home.
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